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PREFACE. 


HE Light of the Day of GOD Almighty, 1s avifen 
upon 1s 1 Our day; and the ſomes forth, il cre- 
of, us with great clearneſs and force, cuin as the 
Sun at noon-day , and many are come to the gto- 
r10us Appearance thereof, and to walk mn its Light with 
much joyfulneſs : for, as the Wiſe man ſata, The Light is 
{weer, and a pleaſant thing it is tor the Eye to behold 

the Sun : Ando fully ts onr Mornng-Sun now ap-' 
peared, that the Upright im heart may walk and not ſtum- 
ble, and the poor im ſpirit may run im the path of Life, and 
not fall 5 for, indced we may ſay the Night 1s ſhent, and 
the Day ts come 3 therefore let us walk un the Day, and put 
on the Armour of Light, as many as are made the Children 
thercof. 

And where the Light of this Sun ts ariſen, and in whoſe 

hearts it fhineth, it cannot but grve ſome Teſtimony through 

ſuch an one, of its own Glory, Veriues and Excellency, to 
them that ſit yet in darkneſs and m the bondage of Cor- 
ruption, that they alſo may ſee the ſame Light and Glory 
ariſe on their Tabernacle : for tis the property of this ſþt- 
ritual heavenly Light, to ſhine forth out of darkneſs, and 
70 grue light 7o- ſuch as have long ſate in darknels, that 
ter fouls may live, and be refrefped with the Light of the 
Living And for this cauſe do we labour and jbend, and 
are ſpent , accounting nothing to dear for us , that the 
Livht of Truth may ſhine abroad and guide the Upright in 
the perfett way, till the Elett be gathered into the paſture 
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of Eterpal Life, and the Sun fo elivated on the Firma- 
ment of Joy and Praiſes, never to go down, but the ſayin 
fulfilled , There: ſhall be no night, but the light of the 
Sun ſhall be as the light of ſeven dayes. 

Theſe following Teſtimonies nere written at divers 
times; as the Lord drew forth my ſpirit through the mo- 
trons of his Life in me; ſome of them, ſome years ſmee 5 
and being caſt by among bundels of Manuſcripts, and now 
lately come to my ſight , and looking them over, 1 have 
thought good to ſend them abroad, as being of” ſervice to 
many : And this 1s the Occaſion and End of my preſent 
publithing theſe things. And to the fudgment of the Spi- 
rat of God in all the Saints, do I commend my Labours, 
and my ſelf to be approved 5 : 


I11ho am a Fricnd to all men. 


Weſtmoreland, the 25th of E. B. 


the 7th Month, 1661. 


CHAP. 1. 


A TESTIMONY concerning L1F Eand DEAT H> 
with their ſeveral Fruits and Effetts diſtinguſhed, 


Here is only Life and Death, and there 1s but only 
Life and Death in the whole Creation, that raleth 
and rergneth, in, and among, and over all the Ch1/- 
dren of men ; and all the Children of mea tpon the 
face of the Earth are under the Government and Domintior: 
of Life, or of Death, in whatloever they are, and in wiatſo- 
ever they do; and Life or Death hath the Rule and Govern- 
ment in every Cteature, in every Exerciſe, whether of Works 

*Or Words; and all People upon the Earth are: ſubject to the Go- 
wernment of one, or the other, and bring forth the Fruits and 
Works in obedience to Life or to Death, and ſhews them forih 
inviſible appearance. Now theſe ws, (to wit ) Life and 
Death, are contrary one 1o the other, in berg, 11 nature, in 
works and frmts ; and each of theſe are known and diftin- 
ouiſthed the one from the other, in bermg, in nature, in 

fruits and effefts, which diverſly they bring forth in this 
World; andeach of them hath a Kingdom and Government 
3n himſelf, diſtinct from, and contrary each to other ; and each- 
of them have their ſeveral Subze&s, which alſo are contrary in 
birth and generation, in qualityand kind ; over which they rule 
and govern, and to whom they cive diſtin&t Portions and 
Heirthips in this World, and hereafter : And where Life rules 
and reigns, Death is held in captivity and bondage; and where 
Death /rves, the Lite dies ; and where one of theſe brings forth 
frat, the other 18 barres ; for they agree not in one, but are in 
all things contrary : and the Subjects of the ove a1e alwayes op- 
poſing and ſtriving againſt the SubjeGts of the other : And be- 
tween Life and Death there 1s continual war and ffrife among 
the Creatures, who ate the Subjects of the one: of them, 1n 
whatſoever man is, andin What he doth. _ ; 
Firſt, concerning Life I will ſpeak, | Life was in the be- 

ginning with God, and is Without deſcent, and God is Life 

16 himſelf, without beginzing 01 endin g of time, place, or matter; 

-- and 
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and Life put ſorta it ſelf out of 1ts inviſible being , into work 
and atti9z in th b2ginning of the World, and appeared in vi- 
ſible operations and works, and brought forth all Creatures, and 
all things,into vitible appearances ; and Life was the Author of 
all, the Bzginning and Foundacion of all ; and Zife was and is 

nar Being and Vertue of all things chac are, and it was che Foy 
and De!/1ght of all things inac ic ſelf brought forth ; for all 
Things and Creatures ſublilt:d ch:ough ity, and it gave breath 
and {fe to all Creatures ; and L:fe bleed them all, and in ir 
were all Creatures ar #z:ry, being frame: and brought into 
viſibility, and for the p/eſre of Life, waich was all in all in 
thz beginning ; and there was a {Weet conomrrance and harmony 
in che wiole Creation through the power and berng of Life in 
the midlt of all Creatures, througn watch the Waole Creation 
was made and fram2d by the Eternal Word of Life, and 
through waich they food and aid remain in bleſſedaeſs ; and 
Life ruled and reigned in every Creature that was brought 
forth, and was the glory and ſubltance thereof: for Life was 
and 1s that ozly begotter of the Fatner, the $92 and the Heir of 
the Everlaſtiag Father, his expreſs [mage and Brightneſs; being 
oe With the Father, not ſeparated or divided from him, 

And as for Death, it was not yet known, nor had it any 
place in the Creation ; it had yet received no Power, nor 
Kingdom,nor Government, neither was it in being : But Life 
was all, over all, through all, and in all, in the beg:nzrng, be- 
fore diſobedience and tranſgreſſion entered to war agunlt Life ; 
But Life was Prince, Ruler and Governour, in and over all 
the works of the Creator. And Lifein its Being is God, and 
God is Life; and in its Government, and Fruits, and Effects, 
is Purity, Righteouſneſs, Truth, Holineſs, Meekneſs, and all the 
works that are juſt and equal according to God, and like Him, 
and which thewes him forth in the Creation ; and this was,and 
it Was thus in the begining, betore Death entred into the World, 
or had a Kingdom ; But it is written, the Dewil abote not in the 
Trath,but went out of the Trath ; and hz is the king of Death, 
and hath the power of it; he went out of the Power of God, 
and out of the Life, by which all things was made and created, 
and abode not in the Trwth, nor in the Life, to live, and at, 
and ſpeak in that, .but deſired to be, and became to be _ 
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thing of himſelf without God ; and he ſpoke of himſelf, and 
acted of himſelf, without the Power and Life, and alſo con- 
trary to the Power and Life of the Creator, being ſeparated 
from it, and become a diftin& being of himſelf ; and then ha- 
ving lolt his fate and firſt condition, thus became an Enemy to 
Life and Truth, and became the King of Death; and he was 
the firſt of Death's race, and he holds the Power of it unto this 
day ; he being gone out of the Truth, and out of the Power 
and Life of God, and become a diltinct bzing of himielf, 
having a Kingdom of his own to promote in oppoſition to the 
Kingdom of God. Then he drew mankind out of the Power 
and 1rath, and Life; beguiled Eve and Adam, as you read in 
the Scripiures, and they loſt the Life & Power (even all feeling 
of it, and comfort in it) by which they were created and made ; 
and they alto tranigrefled and acted contrary to the Life and 
Power, and acted of themſzlves,and ſpake of tnemtelves,wita- 
out the Power and Life of their Creator, being ſeparated from 
it; -and were and did ſomething of thewſelves without God the 
Creator : and then the Power and Life calt them out of all 
Peace, Joy, and Happineſs, into the Earth, and into Death ; 
and Death became King and Prince over mankind : And they 
had no more poſſeſſton of Life, nor bleſſedneſs by it in their ſepa- 
rated e5tate, neither did it any longer re:gs in taem ; but they 
having tranſgrefled againſt the Life, and acted of themſelves, 
and ſpoken of themſelves, without the /ead;ags and m9vings of 
the Life, this was their tranſgrefſion ; They w2nt out oc the 
Power and Life in all motions and attions, and then Life drove 
them forth of 1ts Good Pleaſure into the Earth, ſeparate from 
Its vertues and peace, andinto Death, which is contrary to 1t 
ſelf, to live in azgmiſhand ſorrow : and ſo when the Devil was 
gone out of the T rath, and had led MMaznk:nd out of the Trath, 
and out of Life, and thereby they were all ſeparated from 
Life, and drove out from God,out of his plcaſure,inco his wrath; 
Then dzcame Death to have a being in Mankind, and great a- 
thority, and not before ; and then Death began his Kingdom in 
the V Vorld, and over it, and he ſetup his Rule and Govern- 
ent 1n, and among, and over all the Children of men. 

And fo from Trarſgreſſion came Death, that was its beginarag, 
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Man havin? tranſgreſſed againſt the Z:fe that brought him Þ? 
'forih ; and being ſeparated trom Life, then Death took place, *®: 
and ics Kingdom was eſtabliſhed over the World, and in all 
the Children of men, in oppoſition to Life, and its Govern. }. 
ment and Kingdom ; and Death reigns from Adam, (fo faith :; 
the Scripture ) and th2 Life was tranigrefled againſt, and ſo 5 
provoked into an abſence, and to witharaiv it ſelf into 12v1ſibr- 
{ity from the enjoyment of Mankinc, thar 1t thould not be felt ,- 
nor perceived of Him to comfort him ; and then the whole 
body of De.th came upon Man, to /oad his Conſcience and vex 
1s Soul : and Death, and only Death hatn a Preheminence 
ver all in Tranſereflion, and 15s eſtablithed into a Kingdom, 
over ſinful Subjects, who are under its Command ; and hath 
its Rule and Government, and brings forth its Works and 
Fruits in Mankind, contrary to Life, and in oppolition to it, 

and to its Kingdom and Power, and oppoſeth thz Kingdom - 
and Power of Life (the Creator;) and 1n its Nature,and all its 
Fruits/and V Vorks, it is contrary and oppoſite to Life, and its 
VVorks and Fruits ; and through Death 1s the whole Creatt- 
on in its exerciſe by Man perverted from the right uſe and 
end ordained of God ; and out of Death proceedeth all Evil, 
as Lying, Swearing, Drunkenneſs and Whoredom, Pride, Strife, 
and every evil work and word : Thele things are the Fruits and 
VVorks of Death ; and Death governs the Children of men 
m the practice of all theſe things ; and in tranſgreſſhon Death 
lives, and acts, and ſpeaks through Men and VVeomen; and 
Death rules in them, and hath perverted them in all their 
wayes; for they have given their Power to it, and it wholly 
captivates them, and 1s eſtabliſhed over them, and hath the 
dominion in them , and Life is ſwallowed up of it : And this 
Kinzdom of Death oppoſeth God, and the Kingdom of Life, 
and exalts it ſelf againſt Lrfe, and hath its operation in the 
Creatuie, in all manner of «zr:ghteonſneſs, bringing forth daily 
luch words, works, frets and effetts, as doth oppreſs and is a 
burden unto the Life,and unto the God of Life and Death;and 
its Kingdom doth contigually war and ſtrive againſt Life-and 
its Kingdom, and the oze oppoſeth the orher through all Gene- 


rations fiance the beginning : for the Devil is the: King of 
| Death 
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#7 Death, and hath the power of it, and he is King in its Govern- 
FE ment,and Ruler in its Domincon ; and this is the fate of all the 
" Children of men in Tranſgreffion, Death rules, and the king- - 
dom of Death reigns in them, and it brings forth curſed fruits 
- , through them, and they are ſubjefts thereof, and in obedience 
4 thereunto in all things : And through Death,which hath power 
over them, are they ſeparated from Life, and have no part 10r 
portion therein, becauſe of Death, that hath ſeparated them, 
and vailed and clouded them, and loads their Conſciences. 

But now the Promiſe of the God of Life, is, to reſtore Man- 
kind out of Death and Darkxeſs, and that Life ſhall reign again 
and ſubdue Death, and deſtroy it and its Kingdom, and ſwallow it 
#p ; and this is the Promiſe of the Father : For, in trasſgreſſt- 
91 Death hath ſubdued Lyfe,and overcome it in Mankind ; But 
in the Reſtoration, Life ſhall ſwallow up Death,and ſubdue it, 
and overcome it : and this comes to paſle through the rifing 
again of Life from under Death, which hath held it in bondage; 
and Life that made the World in the beginning, and gave: to 
all things /ife and ſubſtance, as I have ſaid ; which Life, in its 
meaſure in Mankind, hath been overcome and ſwallowed up 
in Tranſgreſſion : That Life (hall appear, though in another 
manner of appearance than it did in the beginning ; for then 
it appeared freely of it ſelf without oppokition, and brought 
forth the firſt Creation ; But now it doth appear through great 
opp?ſtion,and through all that doth oppoſe it in this ſecond Crea- 
t10z, When Life comes again to reign over Death, and ſwallow 
it up, and overcome and ſubdue it ; and who comes to witneſs 
this (the ew Creation ) they know Life appearing through p- 
poſition, and through the deſtroying of Death, and all its works 
and fruits: for (CHRIST is the Life, and he is the Seed of 
the Woman, Which brarſeth the Serpents head, who hath the power 
of Death; Life bruiſeth his Head, breaketh his Government, 
and deftroyes his works, as it appeareth and rifeth in the Crea- 
122re ; and Death and its works oppoſeth Life and its mamfeſta- 
top and appearance, and gainſayes it, and often quencheth it 
IN 1tS Appearances, 

Now the firſt appearaxce of Life in the Creature, it convinceth 
and reproveth the works of Death, and the words that proceed 
_ B 2 | from 
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from Death,which are #nrighteons words,and wnri 'phteory works 


and Life when it riſes, 1t reproves them and condemas them 


and though Death dot n oppoſe and gUn{ly the Operation of 3 


Life; yet Life works through, and overcometh, ſubdreth, and 
fwalloweth up Death, and d z{troyes all trs works in the ſecond 
Creation : and Life again comes to take polethon of the Crea- 
tzre,which it made in the be 2ginning ; and Life comes to reign 
again, Wioſe Right it 1s to reign ; for, by 1t the Creature 
Mankind, and all Creatures were in the 201nning formed and 


by rought forth,and cherfore 1t 1s its Right to reign, " and to have 


the dominion over the works of its own hands, whom ſince the | : 


beginning in Tranſgretlion, the Devil and Death, and his ſeat 
of Goverament hath had the poſlefſion of : and ( HRIST the 
Power of God, and the Life, hath bzen as it were diſpoſleſſed : 
and thus the firſt Creation hath been defaced, and loſt its Glory; 
and it hath bzen corrupted and degnerated quite from the 
perfett ſtate as it was created in; and Maink;nd hath been ſer- 
vant to ano:her Power, and led captive by another Power on 
the Power that made him,and ano:her Government hath bee 
eſtabliſhed over him, and another Law hath exerciled him 
than the Government and Lai of thz Creator, ( to wit ) the 
Power and Government, and Law of Death have had the Rale, 
Government and Exerciſe of Man, and of th2 old Creation, and 
hereby all things have been averted from their proper and 
perf place and ſerv ice, to wnich they were ordained in the 
o11N2,2y reaſon of Tranſore 10n and the reigning of Death; 


od Man nth bzen held in "Captivity, and in ſore Bondage, 


and ſubjec to all miſery and diftref, deprived of waity with his 
Aſaker, "and deprive d of the comfortable uſe and benefit of the 


Creation ; fo tnar of all Creatures | he hath been the moſt mi-- 


ferable, being held in Bondage and Captivity under the 
power of D: ah, which hath ruled and reigned over him, and in 
him, being alwayes ſubject to D-a:h, and ſubjeR to the Carſe 
and Anger of thn2 LORD; and ſubieR to doubtrags and fears, 
and ſubject to continual miſery and forr ow: andall this is, be- 

cauſe D-ath hath reigned and had dominion ; even that which 
at firſt in the beginning of Tranſerefſion, betrayed him of the 
{ife and fellowjhrp D With God, that 29t poſlethon ut ſelf to reign, 
and 
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F nd to have the Power, which ever fince hath reigned, and al- 


wayes doth, till the appearance of the Life again, Winch coth. 
appear in the Creature for this end, 10 overcome and ſuvdue 
Death, and deſtroy his works, that it ſelf may 7e:g# and free the 
Creation from its degereration and corruption, and fiee Mar- 
kind from his bondage and captivity, and from his :;ſcry and all 


# his trouble, which 1s come upon him by reaton of Death, 


And this comes to paſſe in the New-Creation when Liſe is 
born again, to ze and reign again, and to {Walluw up Dean, 
and to ſubdue it wholly, and its Ki7gdemand Goverment, And 
then Man again is become a So of F OD, an Fer of Sel- 
zation, and no More Death reigns 1 him, ror hath power ozer 
kim, when he is reſtored out of Tranſgretſion ; tnen, as Death 
hath rergned and had power in Tranſgretlion, Life thall ſo erg 
in and over the Creature, in the New-Creation, when that 1s 
brovoht forth , as Death hath r7crgred in the Ola-C reation 1n 
Tranigrefſion and Diſobedience : And Life will ariſe to 7eg# 
and rale over all, and iz all, though it be through great oppoſi- 
1102 ; the Body of Death ſhall be pat off, and the Government of 
Death ſhall be ſubdaed, and all the Works, Fivits and Effects 


>r Death ſhall be defirozed and doze away, and its place ſhall no 
" wha be found, ſo as to bring forth Fruit ; for its 1:9 ſhall be 


taken away, and ſhall no more wonxd, nor prerce, nor hurt the 
Creature : For the ſting of Death 25 $1z, and that hath wounced 
and hurt the Creature ; and when this comes to paſle, then 
there 1s g/ory and 7ejoycing over all, for Life hath ſwallowed up 
Death, and overcome it, and the car's of Sorrow 18 removed and 
taken away, and the Kiz-gcom of Life is eſtabliſhed in the 
Creature, and 1s ſet upon the Top of Death's Kirg...m, and 
keeps 1t zzder; and if there be but a 2791702 of Death that Would 
ſprirg vp, or appear in the Creature , Life jndgetn it Gown, 
and condemns 1t. And this Kingdom, is Krghteonſneſt, Foy, 
and Peace, full of Juſtice, Righteerſreſs and Equity, and there 
1s nothing 1n it that doth defile or deſtroy, or bring ſorrow or 
z»uſery; but Life rules over all that, and ſubdres the Cruſe 
thereof, and removes every thing that works imbondage or 
Captivate the Creature in evil: And this Kingdoms 18 not of 
this World, but from Heaven and heavenly; and the Birth 1n:- 
mort at 
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morial 1s Heir thereof, which receives the Crown and the King- 
dom of Eternal Life, : 

Now the Kingdom of Death is of thrs World, which is defiled 
and degenerated: (ain was a Subject of this Kingdom, and 
Eſan that was a Reprobate, and Judas that betrayed the Life, 
and all the Zzgodly and Generation of the Wicked lince the be- 
e10NNg, _y were all of the Kingdom of Dearh,and the K1z5- 
dom of Death ruled in them, and brought forth its worgs 
through them, and its exerciſe 11 their hears and in their lives ; 
And through its power they oppoſed and gainſayed the Life, 
and they fought againſt the Kingdom of Life and Righteouſneſs , 
and ſuch were the Phariſees who put Chrilt to death, who 1s 
the Life. Death reigned over all theſe, and they were of the 
Stock of Death,and they were of this World, and had their Con- 
verſation below in the earthly things ; and kneyy not the Life, 
nor its Government, but were {trangers to it, and enemies to 
it, asall are at this day, who are traxſpreſſors againſt the Lyfe, 
and all ſuch are ſubject to the Crſe, to Sorrow and Miſery, 
and the Anger of the LORD; but who comes to feel the 
Life, and the obedience to it again, Death 1s deſtroyed through 
Death , for, through the death of Death, Death comes to be 
deftroyed, and no otherway : which the Life works, and the 
Life works through Death, and overcomes it, and ſwallows it up; 
and this 1s the ſecond Creatioz, and the new Creation, where Life 
reigns over all, and doth poſleſs the Creature, as it did before 
Tranſereffion, The Life is the Light, and the Life is the Law, 
and Life lives, moves, and aQs the Creature ; and (CHRIST 
who is the Life, becomes all 2 all; and blefſed are they who 
wait for this, and do witneſs it : to ſuch am I known in theſe 
things, where the K;»gdew of Death is overcome and {wal- 
lowed up of Life, 
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CHAP. 41. 


A Teſtimony concerning the Myſtery of G © > and God- 
lineſs; and, concerning the Myſtery of the Devil and 


Intquity, 


*Here are two great Myſterres in their inviſible being, and 
in manifeſtation to us in the world, ( that is to ſay) the 
Myſteryof G O D and Godlinefs, and the Myſtery of the Devil 
and In:quity. Theſe are two great Myſteries, which do diſco- 
ver and a& themſelves forth in, and among, and through the 
children of men in this Creation ; and theſe two Myerves are 
contrary one to the ocher,in being, in nature, in works, in fruits 
and effets; and they are in ſtrife ons againlt the other, the oze 
continually oppoſing the other, and ([triving for the Creature, 
Mankind, te be the Inſtrument to difplay themſelves through, 
1n vifible appearance ; for the Creature Man and Woman is 4 
.Veſlel wherein theſe £MyFerres are contained, and whereby 
theſe yfteries do ſhew themſelves forth in the world ; ang all 
the ſons of Adam upon the tace of the Earth are poſſeſſed with, 
and of, one of theſe, (that 1s to ſay) The Myſtery of G OD, os 
the Myſtery of the Devil do manifelt themſelves forth through 
every Man and Woman; and through all the ſons of Adams 
upon the face of the Earth, the works, fruits and effetts of one 
0; theſe are brought forth, 
And as for the Myſtery of GOD, it is 1afit and eternal in 
| being, and which was, and 75, and zs to come, without begtamng | 
or exd - and this Myſtery reacheth it ſelf forth more or leſs 11 
every creature upon the face of the whole Earth, and is the 
Life, and Being,nnd Subſtance of all Things ; and all Creatures 
upon the face of the Earth, whether movable or immovable, 15 
a paſrtaker of this dſtery; and this Myſtery 1s: vailed and 
hidden ſecretly iz and #»der all things that have a being, and 
whatſoever the Creature brought forth, even in the greateſt 
appearance thereof ; and its goodref and vertue, in what form 
er appearance loever, 1s but the prodrrftion, or the manifeſta- 
tion 
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tron of the Myſtery [GOD | for the life of every Creature, 
and the vertxe of every Crexture 1s a Zyſtery, and procezdeth 
out 9&tne great Myſtery of G O D, wno 1s Life it lelt, Vertac it 
fel, Gondne Sit ſelf, ant Berngittelf; and is the Go9./zefs, and 
the Verine, and the Life and Berrg of all Things and Creatures 
upon the tace of the Earth ; io that. every thing that hath a 
being, even the Y7cked and 4zgodly, ars not without this My- 


ſtery1n ſome manner or other; forby Him every Creature is, 


an{hath its firlt being, 
But now more perteQly doth the Ayftery of G5 O D appear in 
his Servants, kin his Children wo are doin of Him, and 
2cotten by Him, and they have tne ſezce and feelizg, and 


: #aderſtanding of this Ayjtery more tan any other Creatures ; 


and this is their G/ory and Crown avove all other Creatures 
upon the face of the whole Earin ; for taey only, I ſay, who 
are redeemed to God, and borx of the Sp:;7:t, they are them that 
have the ſexce, and feelizo, and naderſtand.pg of this Myſtery, 
even of the Myſtery of G OD, rafinit, endleſs andeternal, And 
though this 1/tery be hidin all other Creatures, and manifel(t- 
ing it ſelf through them, yet this Mftery 1s not xzown to them, 
nor ##derſtood of tnem, nor of any o:ner Creature (I ſay) be- 
ſides the Children of the Lord, in whom this 21y5tery is only re- 
vealed; for tney are them through Whom More manite!tly and 
plainly tnis MyFery is made manifeſt, and to tiizm revealed, 
and kzowz, and felt in their Underſt....4ings ; and they have 
the enjoyment thereof who kxow God, and are kxowz of him, 
and are entered into Covezant with him, into Everlaſtizg Cove- 
ant of Foy and Peace ; and through them doth this Myftery 
di5play ic ſelf, even in tne fight of all Creatures, in works of 
Righteouſneſs, and works of Prrity, and works of Goodneſs, of 
Mercy, of Truth, of Peace, and of Wiſdom, in their exerciſe of 
all tninzs ; and in this manner, and by theſe fruits and ef- 
fects don the MStery of G OD they it ſelf forth through his 
Children, in whom the /Ay5tery 1s opened, that is hid in all 
other Creatures : And this 1s the Crown of the Children of the 
Lord, that are born from Heaven, and from above, that the 
Myteryof GOD is felt and eyed by them, and more mani- 
felt to ther than in any other Creatures: And to know this 


Myſtery 
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Myſtery of GOD, 1s Life Eternal ; and to have the under- 
ftanding of his Leadings, of his Judgment, of his Mercy, and 
of his Counſel, and of the operation of his Power; to feel this 
in the Underſtanding, this 1s Foyx,and a Crows of Glory, where 
the Myſtery of GOD 1s revealed in Spirit. 


And as for the Myſtery of the Devil, it 1s darkzeſs, and in 
darkzeſs; and it ſhews it ſelf forth in the Zzgodly, and in 
the ſons of Adam in traxſgreſſioz, and in ſuch onely dota this 
Myſtery of Imquity, and of Sin, and of the Devil diſplay it 
ſelf forth in all #ar:ghteoxſneſſe and ſz; and that which i8 
contrary to the Creator in works, words and thoaghts ; All 
theſe things are thz manifeſtation of the MySery of rhe Devil, 
and its fraits and effetts, who is out of the Truth, who is vailed 
and covered, and hidden 1n tie hearts of the godly, and in 
the hearts of the ſons of Adam in the Fall: This Myſtery was 
not from the beginning, as the other, but when the Devil 
went out of the Truth, and had led Mar's mind out of the 
Truth, and taken poſleflion of the heart of Man, and become 
ruler and lord there, having gained authority over Man 
through Man's obedience to him, then began this Myſtery to 
diſcover it ſelf, and act it ſelf through the Creature ; and this 
was ſince the beginning: And though no other creature be an 
Agent to manifeſt forth this Myftery but Man, yet Man tn his 
exerciſe of all Creatures, or all Creatures through the exer- 
ciſe of Man in tranſerefſion, there is ſhewed forth this Myſte- 
ry of Taquity, that ſeccetly lurks in the ſpirits of ungodly men x 
which ſpirit of unrighteouſneſs, the ſtery of the Devil, leads 
Man into all finfulneſs, of druzkenneſs and uncleanneſs, and ſuch 
like, and hath polluted the Earth, and defiled all Creatures 
th:ough Man's exerciſe in them : and this 1s truly an appea- 
rince of the Myſtery of the Dewil ; yet he hath other appeaxan- 
ces, and other Mmakings-out of his Myſtery (to wit) in a way 
of ſeeming Righteouſneſs, and ſeeming Holineſs, 2ad ſeem- 
ings Purity ; and theſe ſhew the Iyſtery of Harighteoaſneſs, 
the Myſtery of the Devil, who deceives the ſoul that is immor- 
tal of the enjoyment of the Creator , who is the deſire of the 
Iramortal Sout ; and ſo through a form, and /tkenefſe, and ap- 
C Pearance 
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pearance of a thing is the Sou! Immortal deceived, and beguiled 
with that which hath appearances in 1t, but no /ife nor ſub- 
tance. 
F And though the Myſtery of Imquity be but one in itſelf, yet 
it manifeſts it ſelf divers wajes ; ſometimes in oper prophaneſſe 
and wickedneſs, and ſometime in ſeemmg righteouſneſs and ho- 
{ineſs, and in a form of Religion without power - But the Lord 
is ariſen to confound the MyStery of the Devil and Intquity, and 
will diſcover it, and deſtroy it; for it 1s the Myſtery of Iniquity 
that worketh in the Childres of Diſobedience, that are ſtrangers £0) 
God ; an1 through the operatioz of this Myſtery are peopi kept 
at a diſkance from the Lord, and out of #iy and Covenant 
with Him : and this Myſtery of Imiqmity worketh hiddenly, not 
known but in the Eternal Eye, which ſees through the ſpirit of 
Creatures , and comprehendeth and fathometh over the za- 


\ fare of things, and can judge beyond the appearance, even in 


the ground, before ation appeareth : ſor while people are pro- 
fellin? and acting Holtneſs and Righteouſneſs viſibly, and yet 
not changed by the Power of the Lord, nor renewed in ature, 
und, and ſpirit, from the firſt Adams to the ſecond, the Righ- 
reouſneſs and Holineſs brought forth in that ſtate, is but the ac+- 
inz of the Myſtery of Iniquity, and the Wolf putting on the 
Sheeps cloathing ; And this God will judge, andall appearan- 
ces Without 1ife, and all ſtews without ſubftance, All this will 
the Lord judge and confound, and bring ro ought ; for it is 
but the working of the Myſtery of the Devil, who 18 out of the 
Truth, 

And this MyFfery hath more abounded fince the dayes of 
the Apoſtles, than in Ages fince the beginning, in as much 
as this Myſtery hath operated and diſplayed it ſelf forth in a 
higher appearance and fairer ſkew than ever 1t did before ; for 
this Myſtery hath Tat in the Temple of God, and ſhewed it ſelf 
to be God, and been worthipped above all rhat #5 called God : 
This Myſtery of Taiquity, the Man of Siz, which hath put on 
the Sheeps cloathizg, and ſhews it {elf as the Sheep of ('hrift, 
and as Chriftians and Charches, all which hath been for many 
Ages the manifeſtation of this 21yſtery, while that the CAy- 


fer of the Devil hath not been deſtroyed : but now is the 


Lord 


ſterie of 
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Lord ariſen, who will diſcover and deffroy this 3dyſtery, and 


ſave the Creature 3 and in the deſiruftion of this MySery, 1s 


the other Myſtery revealed, (to wit) The Myſtery of God and Of 
Chriſt, and that 1s the Myſtery of Chri#t,that deſtroyes the My- 
Antichriſ and of the Devil: And now the Sons and 
Dauchters of the Lord Almighty are coming into this Myſtery 
of God Eternal, who is bleſſed forever ; and all that is coming 
to be overthrown which doth oppoſe it, and gainſay it ; and 
there is nothing that can deſtroy or diſcover this Myſtery, but 
the appearance of (hriſt the Son of God , for it is he that doth 
diſcover and deftroy the MySery.of Imgquity, by the Spirit of his 
Mouth, and by the Brightneſs of his Coming ; and this are 
people coming to : The Man of Six is to be thrown down, 
and the Mar of R:ighteo:ſnefs , the May of God is revealed, 


and Sons and Daughters ſhall ſhew him forth in the World, 
and the Myſtery of God ſhall ſhew it ſelf forth over the World, 


and in Nations ; and bleſſed are all they that come to the 
opening of this Myfery of God, which is the Myfery of Life 
and Eternal Salvation. | 
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A Teſtumony concerning true Liberty of Conſcience, 
what it us init ſelf, and how it us obtained 5 and what 


the true Guide and Rule. 5 of the Exerciſe of Con- 
ſcience. 
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} 
His is my Teſtimony, as I have received from the Lord : 
True Liberty of Conſcience, is, Liberty and-Freedom of 

the Conſcience from the bondage of Sin, and all Tranſgreſſion paſt 

and preſent ; and from whatſoever hath been,or is a Burden or Op- 

Prefſion upon the Conſcience , whether inward or outward : the 

Conſcience, 1 ſay, is at liberty when it is freed from the burden 

of the guilt of Sin pa#t, and from the preſent temptation uats 

Si: And till this 18 witneſſed, there is no true Liberty of Con 

ſcience ; For every thing whatſoever, which is Sin and Tranſ- 

2 orefſion 
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'greſſion againſt God, in works or words, brought forth by the 
Creature, is boxdage and a bxrdey, and opprefleth the pure Cor- 
ſcience : and therefore perfett freedom from all Sin anc 'Tranſ- 
Grefltion, 1s, Where the boly of Sin and Death is pur cir, and 
waere the Evil 1s crucified, and the guilt of 1* taken away, 
and where the Contcience 1s truly exerciſed by the Spit of 
Chriſt, wiich leadeth into all Truth, and preierve:n fiom all 
Evill ; Then is ihe Copfcrence at liberty, anl1 this 18-true Li- 
berty of Conſcience, when th1s 18 brougnht forth in the Creature : 
For where $:z is b10!:9ht forth, and 7 ranſgreſſion lived in, there 
the Conſcience is bound, and the Cord of Iniquity :92bonudageth 
the Conſcience, and it hath not its /1ibertyin the Service of God, 
nor trom the ſervice of the Devil, becauſe the Spirit of God 
doth not exerciſe it ; but the'ſpirtt of tnrighteoutneſs leadeth 
the mind inco the /#ſts of this world, into Lying, Swearing, 
Pride, Drunkenneſs, Hypocriſie, and Idolatry ; and the guilt of 
theſe things burdeneth and prefleth down, and 1s a bondage 
uDon the C on{crence - and where the (' onſcrience is bound 4 
uarighteouſneſs within, and by the ſpirit of the world, whic 
leadeth contrary to the Lord , there 1s no power of man wWith- 
out can ſet that Conſcience fre2, or give liberty toit ; b2cauſe 
the Cord of Iniquity hatch bound 1t withiz, and the burden cf 
outlt1s upon 1t, and { oxſcrezice ies under bondage, unexerciied 
with the Spirit of God, which zs free, and ſetreth free the Co- 
ſcieace in the practice of all Good, and fiom the poiver and 
captivity of all Ew:/, 
"Therefore, before trne Liberty of Conſcience be witneſſed, or 
any have true Liberty in Conſcience, Iniquity muſt b2 purged 
out, and Sin crucified, and the body of Death par off, and Guilt 
waſhed ariay, -and the Anointing:recerved that leadeth into all 
Xruch, andthe Blood of Chriſt ( the Seed) felt, that ſprink- 
jeth the Conſcience from all fin, and works of the fleſh, and 
watheth away all that which-ſtains and defileth: the Conſci- 
ence, and then the pxre Conſcience hath-its true liberty from the 
bondage of all Evil,and from the gmt thereof, and in-the-exerciſe 
of all Good ;, and this 1s true Liberty of Conſcience; and thus it 
- is attained, and by no-other way nor means, than by the: ſword 
of the Spirit of God, which cutteth down' the contrary Rnd 
WIACICT 
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where Conſcience 15 thus freed withiz by the Power of the 
Lord, and delivered from the bondage of Evil, and fiom the 
burden of all guulr,and exerciſed 12 all good by the Spitit of God; 
| Thennothins wirhoat,nor any Power of Man, which may wo:k 
; againft ſuch by Perſecution, and act in oppoſition to {uch whoie 
Conſciences are thus freed,can wbopdage the Conſcience to God- 
wards, or bring it under a bardez to Godwards, I ſay : for it 1s 
not altogether bondage of Conſcience, or the burder or 5fpreſſron 
upon his Conſc;ence, that 15 ſet free, as aforeſaid, though he 1s 
outwardly perſecuted by Men; for that doth but hincer the 
exerciſe of nis Conſcience to Maniwards, but not to Goawards ; 
for chere his Conicience 1s free, in Joy and Peace, though, by 
# reaſon of Perſecution, he cannot have the exerciſe of it to men: 
= HT day, though ſuch be put in Priſon,bamſhed,or whatſoever ſut- 
 fering be laid upon them, by any men, or Laws withoxr ; yet 
their pare Conſcience 1s free and at {1berty in it ſelfto Godywards, 
through all this, and over 1t all ; for he Lord hath fer them 
free from all that bondage and gmilt of Imguity, which hath 
been a bondage upon their Conſcrexces withis : and whether 
they do ſuffer, or have freedom or captivity in their perſons from 
men, yet 1s their pure Conſcience at hberty to Godward, and in 
perfett freedoms 1n 1t ſelf, and to themſelves ,. though for the 
Name of Chr:ft, and his Trath, they be perſecuted, and all 
evil done againſt them by evil men, and the exerciſe of their 
pure Conſciences prevented, as to manwards, 
For that which defiles the Conſcience, doth bring it ander 
 boudage ; but that which keeps 1t pere, and free from pollation,, 
that keeps it in /:berty, and in perfett freedoms to God, over all 
' Perſecution and evil men, and unjuſt Laws, which would ex- 
erciſe dominion 1# and over the Corſcrence of the Saints, and 
bring them into captivity; as ſometimes their perſons are by 
evil Laws and Periecutors. 
But who fſtandeth in the Power of the Lord, and in the excr- 
 Ciſe of the Spirit of God, which freeth the Conſcience in their own 
pMyculars ( as 1 have ſaid) doth not come into boxdage in Con- 
ſerenxe io Godwards, by Laws, or Men, but enjoyeth freedoms 
and#berty therein ; as much in Sufferings and in Perſecuti- 
#65 under all the Cruelty of menzas in doweg and prattices when 
| tney, 
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they are not perſecuted ; for in Sufferings the Conſcience is 
exerciſed, and hath its liberty in patzence and ferbearance ; And 
at liberty of perſons, in practice it is exer:iſed, and hath its 
Liberty, in doing and performing Whatſoever the Spirit of the 
Father zwoverh and /eadeth unto. And thus, where God hath 
freed the Conſcience, and it 1s free, and at liberty in Him, and to 
Him, nothing without can bring it inio bondage of captivity; 
but in all coxditions, and in all exerciſes, whether dozyg or 
ſufferiag, the pure Conſcience 1s in /rberty 1» it ſelf, and in per- 
felt freedons in God, through a!l, overall, and beyond all. 

But now, there haih b2en a great Cry among many (that 


have profeſſed Righteouſneſs ana Religion ) for Freedom of 


Conſcience, and begging ard craving from the Powers of the Earth 
:o tolerate Liberiy of Conſcience, and that they might have the 
Liberty of their Conſcience in Reitgton : and thus ſome have 
been looking coo much without for Liberty of Conſcience from 
Men, and from Powers without them, before their Conſciences 
were ſet free by the Lord within, and the boxd of Imiquity by0s 
ken, and that burdez of Iviquity and Guilt done away , which 
hath been a burden and bondage upon the Conſcience : For, as I 
ſaid, no Man, nor Powers of the Earth can truly free or give 
liberty to the Conſcience, which is bound by the Cord of Iniqui- 
ty within; But *tis evident, the cry for Liberty hath not been 
ſo much tor the Exercile of Conſcience trxsly ſo, as for the 
Freedom each one of their Seft, and for the Liberty in prattice 
of thetr own Worſhip and ( onformity ; and thereupon have di- 
vers men, of divers Sects, ſought to the Powers of Men, and 
of the Earth, to grant them Liberty of their (onſciences; when 
as it hath been rather, for the freedomato, and defence of, their 
Sec, and of their prattices in their Worſhip, than for Liberty 
of (, oxſcience truly ſo; for while they have cryed for Liberty 
from without, yet Sin, and Iniquity, and Tranſgrefſion have 
lain upon their Conſcience, within, and they have ſought from 
Men for the Liberty of their Set, to pratiiſe their own Worſhip, 
which they have called L:berty of (onſcience: And to this in- 
tent by ſome hath been the Cry for Liberty of ( oxſcrence, that 
their Sect, and their own ayes of Worſhip, might be defended 
fron the volerce of others , who have oppoſed ther Tm 
an 
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and Forfhips : for people of divers ways of Worſhip,and of divers 
Sefts, have all been at /irife one with another, and divided one 
againſt another ; and yet all profeſſed good Conſcience, and 
cryed for Liberty thereof from the Powers of the Earth ; not 
but that the Powers of the Earth ought to grant free Liberty of 
Conſcience in the exerciſe of every Sect of Religion, and to 
ſuffer all to profeſs and praQtiſe their Rel: gion, wile they walk 
juſtly and peaceably in a Land : But here hath lodged the decere 
and decervableneſs of the ſpirit of Satan, 1n the hearts of men, 
from the /eaſt to the greate5t of all thoſe divers falſe Setts 
and Worſhippers; they have therein zealouſly gone on, and 
pleaded for their Sets and Worſhip, though never ſo grofſe or 
dark., and contrary to Trath,under the denomination of Free- 
dom and Liberty of good (onſcience , and the very Title and 
Name hath been the Coloxr, and deceived many, while a falſe 
Worſhip, and falſe Prattices of falſe Seits, have gone under the 
name of Liberty of good Conſcience; and thouſands have been 
deceived, and blindly led into ſuch a falſe Se&, and into ſuch 
a Profeſſion , to act and perform with. great Zeal, falſe 
Pra&tices in a falſe Worſhip, falſly ſuppoſing it to be out of a 
good Conſcience, and that they have acted in the /iberty there- 
of: yea, and many may ſuffer great and grievous things, and 
ſome the loſle of their Lives, for the very prattice of falſe 
things, and falſe Worſhips, in a falſe Seft, and yet under the 
name of good Conſcience, and for Liberty of Conſcience, as they 
may profelis and believe, 

But this may ſeem ſtrange to be ſpoken to ſome, who may 
enquire hcw it comes to paſſe, and how this may be, that many,_ 
may ſuffer great and grievous Cruelties; and ſome the loſſe of 
their Lives, for the prattice of falſe things, and the exerciſe of 


falſe worſhips, which they may ſuppoſe to be out of 2 good Con- 
ſcience, and for good Conſcience ſake ; whereas it is not truly 
ſo, nor rightly ſo : But how happezeth this, may ſome ſay ? 

I anſwer. This cometh to paſle after this manner : Becauſe 
Confrience is made of that, and of the things and performances 
which God requires not*; and ſo there 1s a great zeal in the 
doing and performing of ſuchia Prattice, and ſuch a Worſhip, 


When as the Lojd hath not required theſe things at their 
hands ; 
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hands ; and this is, becauſe the Mind, and Heart, and 
Conſcience is dark, and not truly formed, nor guided with 
the Spirit of Truth, and of the Far/er ; but a falſe Spirit ru- 
leth and leadeih the Conſcience, an it is not exerciled with 
the Sp.rit of the Father that leadeth mnto all Truth : So I do 
acknowledge that Conſcience miy be mrſ-lel, and mſ-gaided, 
and mz ſ-informed ; and Conicience may de made cf dung ſucn 
and ſuch things which the Lord doth x require, and there may 
bz a fear not taught of the Lord, nor recerved by the ſence of his 
Preſence, but only recerved into the hzarc by the Precepts of 
mea, Example of others, ( «tom of t1#:5, ox the like ; ani here 
th2 Conſcience b2ing not truly iniormed, nor guided by the 
Spirit of the Lord, there 1s a falie fear and z2alouſneſs 1n the 
performing of ſuch things waich the Lora doth not require, 
nor his Spirit lead into the practice of; but only the Tradi- 
tion and Precepts of men, hath placed a falſe Law and Com- 
mandment,wnich requires a falſe obedience ; which many,whoſe 
underſtandings are blinded, and being without :r#e kxyowledge, 
they zealouſly. perform and practiſe as the 1Yorſhip of God, 
thinking themſelves bound in Conſcience to prad:ſe ſuch 
things, and not to leave tnem #zdoze; when as the Lord, 
and his righteous Spirit leadeth not to them, nor yet his juſt 
Law doth require the doing thereof ; bur only a falſe Law and 
Commandment is received by Precepts and Traditions of 
me, or from looking upon the Practice of others : By ſuch 
means as this, there is a falſe fear in a blind miſ-guided 
Conſcience, and a zeal without true knowledge. 

And thus 1t was amonglt the Fews 1n the Prophets daves, 
they ſacrificed their Childrezz, and cut themſelves, and cauſed 
ther Children to paſſe through the fire, and did many things 
zealouſly ; when as ſaith the Lord, Who hath required theſe 
things at your hands? for they come not into wy * op And 
Paul witneileth the ſame of the Jews in his dayes, and bore 
them record, that they had a Zeal, but it was nat according to 
T7uc Knowledge. And thus the Fews were zealouſly perform- 
ng that, as their Dxty, and as out of a good Conſcience, which 
th2 Lord required not at their hands ; and ſo they made Con- 


f.ience to do that, which the Lord required not , and their 
Con- 
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Conſciences were 9:/-led, and not rightly informed ; and, as it 
was amonelt the Jews in this caſe in the dayes of old, ſo now 
is it amongſt the Chriſtians in the Apoſtacy, their Conſcience 
being miſ-guided by a falſe ſpirit, they are doing and per- 
forming the things 1R great Zeal, and for the exerciſe of their 
Conferences, which the Lord doth not require of them : Thus 
do the Papiſts ; they do and pratt;ſe the things in great Zeal, 
and through a falſe Fear in their bl1ud Conſcrences, Which things 
are in themſelves 1dolatry, and not commanded nor required of 
the Lord; as in many particulars I might ſhew, even in ma- 
ny parts of their Worſhip and Religion, which out of a Fear, 
and blind Zeal, and miſ-guided Conſcience, they practiſe; which 
15 1n 1t ſelf but /do/atry, and not required nor accepted of the 
Lord. And many things in relation to the Prote5Fazts Wor- 
ſhip,and amonelt all the ſeveral fa/ſe Sets upon Earth ; which 
are done and praiſed in great Zeal, and out of a falſe Fear, 
and as 1n pretence of a good Conſcience, and yet are things in 
themſelves [do/atros,as done and practiſed by them : And this 
comes to paſle, as I have ſaid, becauſe the Conicience is m/- 
1aformed, and a falſe ſp.rit guides and rules in the exerciſe of 
Conſcience, and the underſtanding of the People is blinded, and 
they Know not but they do well, though their minds are cap- 
tivated, and their m212ds and judgments in error ; and though 
there be a ſizcerity to Godwards, and a deſire of Him inthe 
bottom, among ſome People of all Forms and Sgects, and 
ſome of all are zealous towards God in their practices, in 
therr Religion and Worthips ; yet among all People, and 
the Churches that have been for many Generations, there 
aath been great Error in Fudgment, and much blindaefs im mind, 
and the Conſcience fallly exerciſed gowards God, and the Su- 
 reenagy; Mr hath been, Tothe Hnknown God ; and He hath 

een 1gnorantly worſhipped , and the Spirit of the Lord hath 
not truly exerciſed Peovles Conſciences, nor guided their 
Zeal, nor been Ruler in the Judgment ; And by this means 
the /izcerity and humility towards God hath been eaten out, and 
alwayes quenched, and the bare practice of things and pro- 
feſhon of Religion in the eutward appearance, hath been more? 
lookt at, than the Preſezce of Ged felt in the Prattices ; and 
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the Zeal hath been more for the performance of ſuch things, 


than for God purely exjozcd through them : And thus it hath been 
through (C hrifkendom 1n the ApoRacy ſince the dayes of the 
Apoltles and true Churches ; Many nave erred in their Judg- 
ments, and the Zeal for God bath procecded out of the error 


ge 7: ad graent Fs, and ont of 711 (- 15i] Format 10 of Conſcience, and ſome. 


ther thing... nan only the Spirit of God, hath ruledin the fudge 

ent, And DCCN te CX Cite of peoples Conſcrences, And this 
i5 a hint of things about true Liberty of ( 0; ſciexce ; and about 
the Error 177 Jo ed omeirt t ; and ine blixd Zeal In captivated ſin. 
eerity. 

Now it may be objeCted, hat 25 the only abſolute Rule of 
the rt 'ght Exerciſe of Conſcieace ; and when are Mens ( ouſcreaces 
rruly gmided ? 

To this 1 anſwer, The only chief and perfect Rule of the 
right E Xer ciſe of Conſcience, botn to God and all men, 1s, The 
SPIRIT of ( HRIST: for it 1s only that which can 
truly guide the Conſcience, in Farh, Doftrize and Worſhip, 
and in all things towards Ged ; even to Spirit of CHRIST. 
which is the gift of the Father, it only /cadeth into all Truth, | 
as it is Written ; and all, whoſe Conliciences are guided and 
exerciſed by 1 it, are 1n Z;nry and Peace 1n their worſhip, Do- 
trize, and Religion ;; for the Spirit of CHRIST-1s but oze 
in it ſelf, and oujdeh the Conſciexce into the exerciſe of one 

Truth and 2 Euth ; and in this ſame Spirit is the rue Maion 
and Communion of Saizts in Religion and Heorſhip, avd this 1s 
manifeſt through the Scriptures ; for the Apoſtle exhorted to 
walkin the Spirit, an byit and as many as walked by the 
R1 uls of te Sperity FE WANs 51por them: : and it 15 the Spirit of 
CH RIS 7, the Everlaſting Comforter, that teacheth all Truth ; 
and the Holy Anuntig of the Spirit that dwelt 1n the Saints, 
taraht them ell things ; ; and they needed xo man to teach them, 
tur a the Anoin'tng "that a, velr, 1a them, And then are Mens 
Conictences truly gu1ce ed in all the wayes cf Rignteouſneſs, 
when the Spirit of God guideth the Conſcience, and is the: 
Rule of all Farth, Deftrine and Prattices. 

So that Traditions of Men, Preſcriptions of Conneils, eAnti- 
quity of Time, Commandmeits of Mei, nox Example of ers 
Wills 
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without the Spirit of Chriſt, cannot be the onely irne Rule of 
the Exerciſe of Conſcience ; for all theſe things are change- 
able, alrerable, and ſubject to variations, and therefore can- 
not infallibly guide the Conſcience in the Duty towards God, 
nor ;19hily exercite the Conſcience in #xity and Peace ; but 
while a Nation, or Kingdom, or People walk by the Rule of 
Traditions, Preſcriptions, Commandments of Mey, Example of 
others, or th2 like, they erre in Judgment, in Faith, Do- 
&rinz and Worſhip, and are all aivided, and in Conten- 
tions about theſe matters, becaule their Rule of Conſcience 
and Judgment is doxbiful and alterable, and not izfallivle ; ant 
theretore they have no perfect aflurance of Goa's accepcatio!: 
to them in their Faich and Religion, nor perfect Peace ani 
Unity in their Farh and Worſhip; But as the Rule of their Coz- 
ſeriences in their Duty towards Gol 1s divers, fone makes 5c 
thiag and ſome another their Rule ; 1o are they divers and Qi- 
vided, in what they hold, profeſs and practile, and are out 
of great Babylon 1n their Religion : And becauſe that ſome- 
thing beſides the Spirit of God exerciſeth the Conſcience ; 
therefore is it, that here are ſo many wayes and Sects of Re- 
ligion and kinds of Worſhip in Chriſtendom, and among Chri- 
ſhans, while the Spris of Chriſt oaly 1s not the Rule of Judge 
ment, and Exerciſe of Conſcience to God and Man; for the only 
perfect Rule of Conſcience in the exerciſe to God, is the Spirit 
of Chris, and not any other thing. 

And now, whoſoever ſhall periecute the Exerciſe of Cez- 
ference, when guided by th2 Spirit of Chriſt, ſuch perſec:v/e 
C rift Jeſus : And this is Perſecution for the Name of Chr:i3#, 
when Snfferings are inflicted, as Reproaches, Impriconment, 
or whatſoever, for the exerciie of Confcence towards Cod 
by his Spirit « but, and if any are perſecuted tor Re/tgrnz.. 
fake, only ſo, if that 1n ſuch their Exerciſe of Religron tley 
are not guided by the Spirit of Chritt, yet that ſuffering 1s 2 
kind of Perſecution alto : If, I ſay, the ſuffering be only for, 
and becauſe of their Rel:gion-ſake, and they wilk jultly and 
r1ghteouſly as men ; ſo that (as is fgnified alu rhe midal.: 
of this Chapter ) though ſome may profe:s <2: {.oſcrexce, 
and cry for Liberty thereof in their falle Sect au Rewivior, 
D 2 not 


28 Concernins Liberty of Conſcience. 

not taught them by the Spirit of Chriſt ; yet the Civil Ma- 
'oiſtrate ought not to punith and uſe violence to ſuch for their 
Religion; but if they do, they perſecute, and the Lord will 
lay it to their charge. But yet this 1s ſafe for all, firſt to 
obtain trae Liberty of Conſcience to Godwards , and to re- 
ceive the Spirit of Chri#, to be taught only by it, in the Exer- 


Ciſe of Conſcience and Religion, that they may not erre in 


Conſcience and Fadgement in Spiritual matters, nor ſuffer 
wronefully under pretence of Azghteonſneſſe-ſake , when as 
Ut is not truly ſo, 


CHAP. IV. 


Concerning the Diverſity of Judgements #n 
RELI1GHON, I 


Fe1O all ye that are of divers Judgments and Opi- 
'L nions in, and concerning Sprritual matters 3 who 
are divided about matters of Faith , Doftrine , IVor- 

ſhip, and Church-Government 5 ſome of you holding 
one thing, and ſome another different and contrary to 
that - being diverſly divided in mimnd and heart, con- 
cerning the matters that are one in themſelyes, and to 
which you all aſſent, as to the things in themſelves, 

- and yet are different and contrary-minded about the 
ſelf-ſame things : To you all I am moved to write, that 
ſoye may be informed perfealy; firſt, What the Cauſe 
25 of your Drviſions, and why it 7 thus amongſt you: 
And ſecondly, Of the bad Effetts and Fruits fuch D:- 
!/ons have brought forth : And laſtly, the means and 
way of Reconciliation, that ye may come into Love, and 
Peace, and Umty with God, and one with another, in 
all things pertaining to his Kingdom. 

. Firſt, The Cauſe of your Diviſions, and of the 
\Diverfities of Judgements and Opinions that are 
amongſt you concerning the things and matters of 
God's Kingdom, is , Becauſe you want the Spirit of 
God to guide you, and it 1 not the Rule of your Know- 
ledge and Fudgment ; and you wanting the Sprrit of 
God, in which is Unity among Saints, therefore is it 
| you 
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you are ſo divided, and divers, and different, and con- 
trary one to another in theſe things 3 1t 1s, becauſe ye 
wrt the ypirit of God, 1 ſay, which only teacheth the 
true Keonledlge of God, and gIVES an Render fiandeng in 
all by Wayes and Mattcs 3 It is the Spirit of God 
that teacheth true Faith, irue Dowtrine, and true Il'or- 
/4ip, and all things about Church, Memſtry, and Rel:- 

gion ; and it that you had the Sper?t of God in you, 
and were taught and guided by it, it would teach you 
into one Faith, and one Truth, and 1n3to the true IWo;- 
ſh1þ , and into the 7ruc Church-Government , and you 
would be in wnty and peace; And it you all had the 
Sp:rit of God that gave forth the Scriptures, and by 
which Spirit the Saints of God were guided in dayes 
paſt, it would teach you into HWntty, and to be of one 
mind, one heart, and one ſoul 1n all the matters pCr- 
taining to God's Kingdom, in Faith, Worſhip, Doctrine, 
and all things elſe; it you had the Spiric of God; 1 ay, 
and were taught by it, then you wouid have Amity 
with God, and one with c ver in all his wayes , and 
there would have bc: no Pryvfron nor Contentton 
amongſt you about Spirits. ». ers 3 but becauſe you 
want. that , therefore Y - we ſtrife and divifion a- 
moneglt you,even through. tail Criſkendems; Herc's a 
Nation and a Kingdom :.; ling ſuch a Faith and Wore 
ſhip, and there's anotl;er People holding Faith and 
IVorjhip contrary to that 3 and here s one Sect of pco- 
ple, and zheve s anothe;, different in Farth, Judgment, 
ind Opimon 3 and this is 2 ſhame to whole Chriſten- 
dom, that all ſhould »roteſs Chriſt Jeſus, and 7 aith 
in him, and Satvativ uy him, 4 his Defrime ad 
IVor hp, and yet be 1n Arifs and diviſion, and in great 
on 
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and to unite your hearts to God, and one to another 3 


but you having the Scriptures, traditionally, by de-_ 
ſcent through Ages, which do deſcribe and declare 


of that Farth and Doftrme, and of the 1Vorſhip and 
Church-Government, which were among the Saints of 
old, which they held and practiſed , and from the 
Scriptures which declare of the things, from thence 
you take up a Conceit and falſe Judgment, and an 
Imitation , and a falſe Conformity ; and then each 
ſort of you call that your Faith and Church-Govern- 
ment, and ſome after one manner of form, and ſome 
after another 3 and thus you are divided, becauſe you 
want the Spirit of God that gave forth the Scriptures; 

which Spirit did work true Faith in the hearts of them 

that gaye them forth in dayes of old, and it taught 
them I/orſhrp, Faith, Dottrine, and all things concern- 

ing Gods Kingdom, for the Sprrit led them into all Truth 

and now you wanting the fame Spirit that wrought in 

them, and taught them ; and you having but their 

words ( to wit, the Scriptures ) from thence, in the 

Wiſdom which is below, and in the carnal Reaſon, 

and in the firſt mans underſtanding, each Nation takes 

up a conceit, that it is ſo and ſo, and takes up an Imi- 

cation of 1/orſhip and Church-Government according to 

their own ſenſual wiſdom, and according to the bredth 

and depth of their Conceits ; and then imitates, and 

that ſeycrally and diverily, and in a divided manner ; 

and this is amongſt Azngdoms, and amongſt Nezghbours 
and Brethren, this Diviſion in matters of Faith, Worſhip 
and Dottrine, and Church-Government ; and yet all theſe 
have had the name of Chriſizans, and Church-Members, 


aud IForforppers of God, but yet are of many wayes 
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of Worſhip , holding different and contrary Princi- 
ples of Faith and Dottrine, and allo of IVorfhip and 
Church-Government ; and thus have Natzons, Cities and 
Countries been for many Ages 5 and thus hath ir been, 
and is at this day amonglt the Apoſtate Chriſtians, that 


; want the Spzr7t of Chriſt to be their Rule, of Kno:- 
| ledge, of Judgment, and Worſhip , aud of their Faith 


and Pratitces in Religion, Aad this is a ſhame to 
whole Chriltendom, amonyſt whom the ſpirit of 41- 


| | zichriſt hath entered , which hath thus divided Na- 


tions, Cittes, Neighbours and Brothers ; for all theſe Di- 
viſions about Religion amongſt the Apoſtate Chrilti- 
ans, are of Antichriſt, and notof God; it is that ſpirit 
of Antichriſt that hath wrought all theſe Diviſions, and 
planted them in the minds of People. 

Secondly : Concerning the bad £Efetts of theſe Di- 
Viſions in matters of Faith and Worſhip, as I have ſaid : 
This Dzvi/con in Religion hath begotten and brought 
forth very much Evil throughout the World, much 
heart-burning, enuy, hard-heartedneſs, ſtrife and conten- 
tion between K7ngs and Rulers, and between Nations, 
between Ces, between Netohbours, and between 
Brothers ; this Diviſion hath wrought bad Effetts a- 
mongft all theſe 5 ſo that ithath brought forth much 
War and Bloodſhed between Kings, and great Perſe- 
cutions between Rulers and their People, and great 
Debate and Strife amongft Nezghbours and Friends 5 
ſo that great Murders and l..fſe of many Lives have 
been produced and brought forth upon this Quarre}, 
about Difference in matters of Faith and Religion ; 
and Arttchriſt hath not only divided people in Jedzc- 
ment, but hath alſo provoked people into rage and envy, 

of = [G 
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tothe 4//1ng and deſtroying of one another ; and even 
that Divition about Sprr:tual things, begotten by An- 
tichriſt amonglt falſe Chriſtzans, hath been turned in- 
to perſonal enmity, and brou ght forth in the end, mur- 
dering and kzlling the bodies of Thouſands, when the 
original debate hath arifen about Church-Government, 
Gr Poin(s Of Retin19% 3 ANG ES 1 the n of ul Effect that 
Diviſien of Retigion hath brought forth in all Chriften- 
Com. And all this Eruzt and Efews, as well as the 
Canſe of it, hath becn of Antichriſt, and of: the Dra- 
012 and the Dev! throughout the World ; all this Per- 
{ecution and fpoylins of Goods, Impiiſoning of Perſons, 
taking away of Lryes, and Bamfoment 5 and: whatſo- 
ever Perſecution otherwiſe that hath riſen and been 
inflicted upon any , tor and becauſe of Differences 
in Rel1970n, and about Faith and Iorfhrp, all this hath 
been of Antichriſt; and even all Laws made for that 
cnd, and all Executozs of ſuch Laws, and all Penalties 
offuch Laws 3 and all 1/a7s and Blooafhed whatſoever, 
that have enſued only and upon the account of Diffe. 
rences in Relivon 3 that being the firſt, and the only 
ground 01 the Quarrel ; All this hath been of 4nt:- 
chriſt, and it came out of the bottomleſs Pt 3 and never 
roſe from the Spirit of God, but from the Antichriſtian 
frit of Envy and TVickeaneſs, that hath firſt divided 
pcople about matters of Fazth and Religion, and then 
provoxcd thein to enuy and malice, ſtirring up Kings 
to fight one agatift another, that was not of their Res 
{:920n , but different and contrary to it: And fo the 
nearts of Rulers have been ſtirred up to perſecate all 
mer them, that were ditterent and contrary in mat- 
ters of Faith , Torfoip, and Religion; and this the 
ſpirit 
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of Tuagments in Religion. 35 
ſpirit of Antichriſt hath effeCted throughout Chriſten- 
dom : and ſo each King that hath been ſtrongelt, 
would maintain the Principles of his Fazh, and the 
Practice of Relzz:on, according to his own Conceit, in 
his Domintons : And thus hath Retzg:on, TVorſhips, 
aud Church-Government been fer up and ftood amongſt 
Apoſtate Chriſtians throughou t the World, by Force 
and Power, and by wolent Laxs, and through Perſe- 
cuttons and Murders ; and all this hath been by the 
ſpirat of Antichriſt : and the Spirit of God hath had no 
hand in thoſe matters, for the ſetting up and con- 
triving of falſe Faith, falſe Worſhip, and falſe Church- 
Government 5 all this hath dependedupon the Powers 
and Authorities of the Earth, through many Ages : 
and what Religion, and Church-Government, or Way 
of Worſhip, that Kings or Quyecns have ſet up, that 
only hath been promoted ; but all the reit perlecu- 
ted and reſtrained by force and violence ; and all this 
hath been of Antichriſt. 

And now to all ye thatare of divers Judgments in 


matters of Faith and 1orſiip 1n Reltvion, this is a 


| O 
Caution to you all 3 and I do warn you all in the 


preſence of the living God, that though ye be divided 
in the belzefand praftice of Spiritual things, yet live in 


. peace and unty with all men, in all outward relations, 


and do notenvy nor hurt one anothers Perſons; though 
you are in difference about Ret:97on , yet ſuiter nor 
that Difference to grow into perſecuting or envying One 
anothers perſons, but ſeek to inform one another, and 
inſtruct one another in the Spirit of Meckneſs, and 
erſwade one another out of that which is ey2/, to thar 
which is good, by patience, gentlencſs, and long-ſuſfer- 
LB 2 m3 
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ng 5 and do not force one another by v:o/ence, nor 
perſecute one another, neither by words, eve/-deeds, nor 
attions, but live in /ove to the perſons every one of 
another 5 and fight not with Perſons , nor kill one 
anothers Perſons with carnal weapons about Rel:g20n, 
but take the {ritual n eapons, and war with the Spirze 
againſt the evi/ one in one auother 3 and /ove per- 
ſons though they are enenmre, and this 1s Chriſt's Do-= 
&trine 3 and never hercatter Jet your 4zvr/jons about 
Spiritual things grow into perſonal quarrels, to the en- 
vying or killing one another. And this 1s a Charge 
to you all in the preſence of the living God, 


Laſtly, The Means and Way to be reconc:led and 
tO come out of all Diwvihon and Strife, and to come in 
to Peace ntth God, and one with another, about Faith 
and Church-Government, is by the Spr-rt of God 3 and 
every One of yOu 111 particular mult receive the SPIrit 
of Chriſt, that it may work in every one of your hearts, 


true Faith, and teach every one of you the true Ior- 
fp of ' God, and the Way of Dottitie, and true Churchs 
Government 3 1t 1s the Spirit of Chrijt in every oc both 


male and female, that maſt reconcile and bring 1nto 


nity with God, and one 11th another, m1 all Syoritual 
things ; tor 1t1s that which 1s the gond F Peace and Love 


among true Chriſtians ; and it 1s that which reconciles 
peoples hearts into 62/5: And 1t you receive that 


Spirit, every particular perſon of you, it will bring 


ou to be of one Faith, of ewll f#1þ, and then your 
Doftrine and Churc,;:- Government will agree : if you re- 
ceive the Sprt that gave torch the Scriptures, it will 


work 1n you the ſame Faith, and lead you in the: 


ſane 
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ſame way of Worſhip which the Scriptures ſpeak of, and 
then you will ceaſe taking up Concezts, and makin 
Imitations of Church-Governments from the Letter, but 
the /ame Spirit will work in your hearts Fazth and 
Knowledge inthe fulfilling of the Scriptures ; and rhis 
is true Chriſt:anity, and the other is the way of all Apc- 
flate Chriſtzans, all Imitations from the Letter without 
the Sprrzt as gave itforth : for there is a great deal 
of difference between making a Conformity in the 
Imi. ation of a Worſhip, and Church-Government, from 
the Scriptures wthout the Sprrit, and between the Spi- 
rit> teaching and leading into the ſame Truth, and ſame 
Lorſhip and Church-Government, which the Scriptures 
ſpeak of ; the one is of Chriſt,and is in unzty, peace, and 
everlaſting fellowſhip 3 the other is of Antichrije, and is 
in dion, ſtrife and contention : ſo you mult all wait 
for the Spirit of Truth, that you may receive it, to 
work in your hearts, to zeach you. and lead you , or 
e:{c you wili never COMEe to zrue #nzon 2nd everlaſting 
Fellowſhip nath God, and one with another 3 neither can. 
you be of one true Faith, in one truewa; of We ſhip, 
OT 1N 070 way of Church-Government, EXCEPt Yiu VecerVe 
the Spirit, and walk m tle Spirit, And :ixcic be the 
words of the Lord God unto you all. 


Now as concerning the way of Uniforniry in Farth 
and Church-Government , impoſed upon Nations, and. 
Countries and Cities, by cruel Laws of Kings and Ru- 
lers, as hath been the practice through Chriſtendom, 


to cauſe a whole Nation and Kin gdom to bow and con-.. 


form to ſuch Principles of Farth, and Worſhep, and 
Church. Government, according to the will and pleaſure 
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of a Ang, or a Ruler, ſuch Unformty and Union and 
Fellowſhip among Chriltians hath not been of Chriſt, 

where people have walked by [matron , and con- 
formed to the Commana's of Aſen in ſuch a Faith, or to 
ſuch a TYorforp or Church-Government 5 this hath rot 
been of God, neither could this Unity ſtand or remain 
tor ever, bur it hath per:/hed, and will peri where ever 
its; and that Fazth and 1/orfhip, and Church-Govern- 
ment which is ſo ſet up, and ſo held, will zever ſave the 
Soul, nor comfort it ; but it is blaſted of God : whiillt a 
Nation, or a Kingdom, or a People have #niformiry, or 
bold Farth, IWorſaip, or Religion , either in the 79n0- 
rance of their Conſcrences, or contrary to their Conſcen- 
ces, by the torce of Mens Commandments, and not by 
che per/raſron of the Spirit of God in their own Conſc:- 
ences 3 ſuch Conformity, 1 ſay, is of Antzchrift, and not 
of the Father, neither can it ſtand in the Day of the 
Lord ; but the fire of his Wrath will conſume it: Al 
the Apoſtate Chriſtians in their Uniformity of Farth, 
IYorſhp, and Church-Government, which is ſome other 
way, or by ſome other means, than only by the Spirit 
of God, is of Aniichrift, and will be contounded : for 
there is no zrue Unity and Fellowſhip inthe TVayes of 
God, and his Truth and 1orfhip, but what is in the Sp:- 
71t, and that nity will ſtand for ever, for it is: GOD 5 
not fergned, neither becauſe of the [ove and feay of this 
world, as the other is. That 4niformity in Faith agpl 
TYorſmp which is forced upon People, is all but hyþo- 
criſie and geceit, both to God and man, and God will 
judge it in the /mpoſers, and Impoſed: Therefore no 
truc Unity in Faith, nor Worſhip, nor in Religion, but 
what 1s zz and by the Spirit of God: for as Chriſtians 
COme 


| of Judgments in Religion, 39 
come to divide themſelves into many wayes, and in- 
to divers Sects when they went from the Spirit of God, 
and loſt ir, and whilſt they have been wthout the Spirit 
they have remained 77 Dzwiſion, Strife, and Contention 
about Religzon; fo now the means and way of true Union 
and-Fellowſhip, and Faith, is by recetving the Spirit of 
God again, and not any otherwiſe : and as Chriſtians 
_ arebronght again to recezve this Spirit, and walk there- 
in,” all a:vifion and ſtrife about Religion will ceaſe,-and 
the curſed fruits and effects thereof will alſo w:ther and 
be no more ; but then #nity, Peace, Bleſſedneſs, Ever- 
laſting Fellowſhiþ and Comfort with the Lord, and one 


\ 27, with another, in all his Ways, will be witneſſed amongſt 
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